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Track  Session Title Speaker  Organization Description 

Corporate Finance & Capital 
Markets 
CPA Field of Study MAS 

Corporate Uses of Cash and 
Subsequent Returns on Share 
Price 

W. Mark 
Meierhoffer 

DeMarche Associates Companies must determine how to best use their cash and 
borrowing capacity to either reinvest in their business and/or 
to distribute funds to their shareholders either by declaring a 
dividend or buying back their shares.  This program presents 
an objective study spanning 25+ years with over 3,000 
companies comparing investment returns for each of five 
uses of cash.  The presentation will segregate returns by 
investment style (growth stock or value stock), market 
capitalization and economic sector. INTERMEDIATE 

Corporate Finance & Capital 
Markets 

Fed Policy and the Election: 
Economic and Market Trends 

Carl Tannenbaum Northern Trust  Election years have provided market participants opportunity 
and can generate uncertainty and 2016 will be no different. 
Our session host will provide an overview of where we've 
been and where we may be heading with a forecast of things 
to come and expectations based on what the electorate 
decides come November. INTERMEDIATE 

Corporate Finance & Capital 
Markets 

Anatomy of a Loan Transaction Joshua Sosland 
Carolyn Archer 

PNC Debt Capital Markets LLC A loan syndication involves a series of distinct and important 
steps.  This discussion will walk participants through the 
entire process from choosing the correct agent bank to the 
loan closing.  Adherence to these steps will help first-time 
and established issuers navigate the intricacies of the loan 
syndication process.  Following this discussion participants 
will enhance their knowledge of the syndication process with 
the goal of helping to streamline and improve any syndicated 
loan outcome. BASIC 

Corporate Finance & Capital 
Markets 

Working Capital Optimization = 
Automation!  

John Melvin 
 

U.S. Bank Everyone wants you to optimize but what does that really 
mean to you and your organization?  Automation is the 
foundation for all your efforts and you’d be surprised at the 
money you are leaving on the table as you run toward 
current trends and ignore the processes already in place.  
Come listen to strategies for cementing your process 
foundation before you add a second story to your financial 
house. INTERMEDIATE 

Corporate Finance & Capital 
Markets 

Middle Market M&A: Update 
and Key Areas of Due Diligence 
 

Haidee Lee BMO Capital Markets This session will discuss an overview of the Middle Market 
M&A environment and trends as well as key areas of due 
diligence to focus on during an M&A process.  BASIC 

Risk Management 
 

Realities of Establishing an FX 
Hedging Program 

Sandra Koch 
Vicki Haugen 

Hedge Trackers 
Tennant Company 

When it comes to establishing a cash flow hedging program 
from ground zero, executing the trades is the easy part. The 
hard work (that's often overlooked) comes far earlier in the 
process – sourcing and analyzing exposures, determining 
hedging strategies and alternatives, educating stakeholders 
and gaining buy-in from Accounting, the C-suite and the 
board. Topics discussed in this session will include 
establishing an FX risk profile, finding an executive champion 
and facilitating cross-departmental collaboration. BASIC 

Risk Management Why Risk Management Should 
be Treasury’s Biggest Priority 

Bob Stark Kyriba Risk management has become a top priority for all treasury 
and finance teams. Cybersecurity, FX volatility, regulatory 
compliance, supplier disruption, and business continuity are 
among the many risk areas that treasurers must strategically 
manage for their organizations.  In this presentation, we will 
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review the key risks that treasury teams face every day and 
offer practical solutions for treasurers to manage risk more 
effectively. ADVANCED 

Risk Management  Cyber Risk Boot Camp: Stories 
and Practical Applications 

Robert Zondag 
 
Sarah Grooms 
Michael Senkbeil 

American Deposit Management 
LLC 
Wintrust Financial 
Chortek, LLP 

Cyber risk is a real and present danger for any size treasury 
department. This session will provide real-world 
examples and practical applications from the three 
perspectives of our panelists: Information 
Security, banking and corporate. The session will focus on 
specific mitigation techniques, that when easily 
applied, can help reduce the risks your company faces in the 
electronic world. INTERMEDIATE 

Risk Management Foreign Exchange Risk 
Management Panel Discussion 

Neil Brenner 
Sherry Bridell 
Tom Wallace 
Max Marcy 

Bannockburn Global FX 
St. Jude Medical 
Katun Corporation 
HB Fuller Company 

This session will discuss best practices in managing foreign 
exchange risk exposures in organizations. The panel will 
discuss corporate FX policies and procedures, FX hedging 
instruments and FX risk management strategies. An update 
and outlook of the state of the currency markets will be 

discussed. INTERMEDIATE 

Risk Management Increased FX Risk: A Best-in-
Class Approach 

Francesco Tonin Bloomberg This session will describe a best-in-class approach to the 
measurement and management of FX risk. Hedge 
optimization will be discussed in detail. Participants should 
leave with a clear understanding of simple actionable steps to 
improve their defenses against market gyrations without 
having to make any changes to their hedging policy. 
INTERMEDIATE 

Liquidity Management Liquidity Strategies for 
Uncertain Times 

Adrian Perez J.P. Morgan With regulatory change and the continued low-interest-rate 
environment creating challenges for global liquidity 
management and working capital, what options are available 
to treasurers? This session will focus on the 2016 interest 
rates outlook, regulatory changes impacting the Financial 
Industry, and best practice strategies treasurers can 
implement for managing global liquidity.  INTERMEDIATE 

Liquidity Management MMF Reform and the 
Challenges for Cash Investors 

Scott Wachs Morgan Stanley Institutional cash investors face a number of challenges to 
invest and diversify their cash in the current market 
landscape.  These challenges are as a result of banking 
regulations, SEC Money Market Fund Reform and the low 
interest rate environment globally. The presentation will 
explore these topics in greater detail and educate 
participants about how investment offerings are changing 

and how institutional cash investors are adapting their 
investment strategies. INTERMEDIATE 

Liquidity Management Viewing Liquidity Through a 
New Lens 

Michael Morin 
 

Fidelity Investments 
 

New bank rules, money fund regulations and rising interest 
rates will affect the way institutional investors manage 
liquidity. Understanding the impact of these changes will be 
critical in navigating the dynamic market environment. 
Michael will provide corporate treasurers and cash managers 
insights on the new reality, and offer rationale and strategies 
for transitioning to a total rate of return world. BASIC 



       MINNESOTA AFP’S 34th ANNUAL CONFERENCE – Connect. Collaborate. Innovate                  April 26, 2016 
 

3 | P a g e  

 

Liquidity Management Adapting to Change: The Power 
of Portals  

Alex Bird State Street Recent regulatory reform in the U.S. and Europe is impacting 
fund providers and investors alike. This presentation will 
detail how portals are responding to such changes and which 
capabilities investors will need in order to adapt.  The session 
will go through the various analytical tools that are available 
and how to apply them in the shifting cash management 
space. Attendees will also hear industry insight on what the 
future may hold for portals. INTERMEDIATE 

Liquidity Management Strategies For The New World 
of Cash 

William 
Goldthwait 
 

State Street Global Advisors 
 
 

This session briefly reviews the challenges facing 
practitioners-regulatory reform, low interest rates, and the 
scarcity of high-quality short-term securities; but quickly 
moves beyond that to implementing the changes needed to 
manage portfolios in this new world. 2016 is the year where 
cash managers will need to lead the way in communicating 
changes to their boards and implementing them efficiently.  
Attendees will learn how to move proposals through their 
board, into their IPS and portfolios. INTERMEDIATE 

Global Treasury & Finance 2016 Chinese Year of the 
Monkey: Embracing Generation 
Y 

Debra Lodge HSBC Bank USA The first week of 2016 has China squarely in the spotlight 
with material market movement and corresponding reactions 
from the PBOC.  How did we get to this point, and what were 
the major events in 2015 that placed RMB and China on the 
world stage?  What can we expect this year economically, in 
the markets, regulatory and more importantly what should 
corporates be considering to take advantage of or protect 
themselves from this ever changing landscape? 
INTERMEDIATE 

Global Treasury & Finance International Perspectives Jill Blackburn J.P. Morgan This session will highlight Middle Market business activity in 
international markets from recent proprietary survey data. 
The session will also discuss trends/drivers of international 
expansion throughout recent history, with a particular focus 
on Emerging Markets; China Contagion: What will be the 
result for global Emerging Markets? Key considerations when 
expanding globally will also be discussed. ADVANCED 

Global Treasury & Finance Growth Companies Continue to 
Look to Ireland, Why? 

Denise Magyer 
David Evans 

Allied Irish Bank 
Canyon CTS 

This session will focus on US foreign direct investment into 
Ireland. We will discuss the impact of changes in Irish law & 
BEPS action plan on global corporate tax structures. We will 
provide some practical insights into the various benefits 
U.S.companies achieve from using Ireland as a platform for 
expansion into Europe.  Key drivers continue to be the 
combination of attributes including track record, technology, 
talent and tax regime. ADVANCED 

Global Treasury & Finance The Swiftest Way to Keep Track 
of Your Cash! 

Warren Davey 
Eric Bauer  

GTreasury 
SWIFT 
 

Come to this session to plan your treasury technology project 
to achieve better visibility and improved automation.   
Session attendees will learn about the concepts of 
interconnectivity including current standards, data 
transmission and translation services.  The session will cover 
what data can be moved, in what formats, and what the 
resulting business gains are in terms of information and 
executive reporting.  The session will address solving 
treasury needs for transaction reporting, payments, and 
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eBAM to name a few.  INTERMEDIATE 

Global Treasury & Finance Best Practices In International 
Treasury Management 

Donglei Ji   
 

PNC Bank This session will cover best practices in international treasury 
and is designed to help the corporate treasurer or financial 
professional that is looking for best-in-class treasury 
practices for benchmarking their organization as they expand 
internationally. Topics that will be  highlighted include 
governance, review of treasury structures for control, 
efficiency and costs and payment practices (e.g. trends in 
electronification, automation, new methods--ISO). Fraud and 
cyber security will also be discussed. 
INTERMEDIATE 

Payments B2B Directory Concept Update Katy Jacob 
 
Mike Bilski 

Federal Reserve Bank of 
Minneapolis 
North American Banking 
Company 

Payers and payees benefit from a move to electronic 
payments to save money and eliminate check fraud.  But 
there is a lack of readily available, trusted information that 
business payers can use to make e-payments.  The 
Remittance Coalition has developed the B2B Directory to 
combat this problem.  Learn the results of a 2015 Proof of 

Concept that demonstrated the B2B Directory core concepts, 
including the centralized/distributed architecture, the 
electronic payment identity structure, and use cases. 
INTERMEDIATE 

Payments Making Same Day ACH Work 
for You 

Jen Wasmund 
Jordan Morell 

UMACHA Organizations of all sizes strive to make the best use of their 
time and money.  How does Same Day ACH align with that 
goal?  This session will break down how Same Day ACH 
works and how it will impact your operational processes and 
bottom line.  Speakers will review use cases to illustrate the 
realities of Same Day ACH compared to other existing 
payment systems.  Attend this session so your competition 
doesn’t pass you by.  INTERMEDIATE 

Payments “The Check’s in Your Inbox” Andrew Stache 
 

J.P. Morgan 
 

U.S. businesses spend more than $7.8 billion USD 
distributing paper checks to their customers annually.  These 
costs climb when factoring the time spent updating customer 
information (e.g., mailing address, account information) 
along with processing time, and thus delaying customers’ 
access to their funds. Find out how you can eliminate these 
issues and streamline your processes by implementing a 
solution to pay customers electronically and securely via a 
simple email. INTERMEDIATE 

Payments Payments: Past, Present, and 

Future 

Michelle 

Ziolkowski 
 

Wells Fargo 

 
 

When it comes to payments, the past is yesterday; the future 

tomorrow. Understand the fast-moving payments ecosystem.  
Past: credit push to cards – How has the market adopted the 
available technology? Present: Overview of NACHA rules 
changes, Same Day ACH, and real-time payments - What 
your business needs to know. Future: Venmo, Paypal, 
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clearXchange/Early Warning, ApplePay /SamsungPay 
/AndroidPay, Starbucks, Facebook, mPesa – How fintech is 
changing the way we pay and impacts to your business. 
INTERMEDIATE 

Payments Key Drivers for a Successful 
Card Program 

Kyle Mekemson 
Katie Steinfeld 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch Card programs have become a key payables tool to improve 
DPO, control and reporting.  A successful program also drives 
financial benefits for all companies. Learn about best 
practices to continue to build, grow and measure ongoing 
success for your program. INTERMEDIATE 

Treasury Management How Much Pain Will You 
Tolerate Before Changing 
Banks?   

James G. 
Brunnquell 

Phoenix-Hecht An annual bank price increase is becoming the new norm for 
most corporates. Many banks are repricing their existing 
clients without market pricing data in an effort to boost 
revenues. If your bank is only meeting your expectations for 
credit, product satisfaction, and customer service, are you on 
a dangerous path to mediocrity and higher costs? 
INTERMEDIATE 

Treasury Management Digital Banking Services: Build 
Your House API by API 

Millicent Calinog Wells Fargo Like building a house, businesses now can pick and choose 
from a new universe of digital banking services to run their 
treasury operations more efficiently or embed in their own 
mobile apps. Digital banking services–also known as APIs–
pave the way for open communications between software 
applications and the outsourcing of services. Hear ways these 
services are being used by companies to create a customer 
experience that is immediate and cohesive. INTERMEDIATE 

Treasury Management Remittance Challenges in the 
Digital World 

Gary Halleen 
Joel Goldberg 

API Outsourcing, Inc. 
Rosenthal & Rosenthal 

The transition to electronic billing and payment has created 
nightmares for both buyers and sellers. ACH, wire, and card 
payments, remittances, and deductions are provided through 
disparate sources and processes. Remittances are provided 
by email with attachments, by EDI, or a website. This makes 
matching payments to remittance information and 
reconciliation of payments to invoices difficult. This 
presentation will discuss examples of various companies 
using automation to resolve cash application challenges in 
the digital world. INTERMEDIATE 

Treasury   
Management 

Transforming Onboarding 
Through Technology 

Marcel Castillo BMO Financial Group The onboarding process of a new financial institution sets the 
precedent for the rest of the relationship, and the interaction 
should be quick and painless. However, many organizations 
don’t know what must happen to make the engagement a 

success from the start. Attendees will learn what to expect 
during an implementation process, and understand advanced 
new onboarding technology and techniques that improve 
client-facing communication and transparency of requests. 
ADVANCED 

Treasury Management The Value of Treasury and How 
to Fund it 

Jason Torgler 
 

Reval 
 

How much would it cost your company if Treasury 
disappeared tomorrow? Do you truly know the value of your 
organization and its impact on the bottom line? Year after 
year you are resigned to scraping for what amounts to 
budgetary leftovers from other priorities or projects. If you 
have not sold yourself on the value Treasury brings to your 
organization, how will you be able to sell others on the fact 
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that Treasury is worth funding? INTERMEDIATE 

Toolbox Leveraging Social Media to Aid 
in Treasury Operations 

Mohan Murali 
Benjamin Haws 

Axletree Solutions, Inc. Social media and treasury aren’t two things that typically pair 
well with each other. Together we will explore four social 
networks that have proven to be useful in the enterprise 
environment; for both professional development and 
productivity. These include Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and 
Blackberry Messenger aka BBM. Along with the professional 
development and productivity enhancements, we will also 
include proper social media etiquette. INTERMEDIATE 

Toolbox Thwarting Outside Threats: 
Corporate Identity Theft / 
Check 

Greg Litster SAFEChecks Although Corporate Identity Theft is one of the newest types 
of financial threats, it's now so ubiquitous the FBI created 
acronyms to categorize the various schemes. These include 
Business Email Compromise (BEC), payment hijacking, 
fraudulent wires, account takeovers, and the like. Meanwhile, 
check fraud is more complex with the advent of mobile 
Remote Deposit Capture. With most businesses still issuing 

checks, check fraud will not go away any time soon and must 
be addressed head-on. INTERMEDIATE 

Toolbox Generations Z Aspirations & Job 
Expectations 

Ryan Battis 
Nathan Geiger 

Robert Half Management 
Resources 

This session will discuss how businesses can prepare for the 
increasingly diverse Multigenerational Workforce. It will 
outline the different motivations, expectations, 
strengths/weaknesses, and aspirations of the new generation 
joining the workforce and how these attributes bring value to 
businesses.  BASIC 

Toolbox B2C Payments – A New Way to 
Pay 

Dana Christensen Bank of America Merrill Lynch Take a journey through the evolution of consumer payments 
behavior and trends. Learn about the growth of mobile, 
digital wallets and P2P payments. The session will outline 
how the success of P2P has given birth to new B2C payment 
methods and possible use cases within your company.  B2C 
digital disbursements may reduce check costs, prevent fraud 
and eliminate the need to store sensitive data. We discuss 
how the payment method works, and will outline best 
practices for successful adoption within your organization. 
INTERMEDIATE 

Toolbox Financial Crime - It Could 
Happen To You! 

Fred Laing, II 
John McCullough 
Chris Abbas 

UMACHA 
Financial Crimes Services 
Minneapolis Police Department 

The session will begin with Minneapolis Police Sergeant Chris 
Abbas discussing recent financial crimes cases he’s been 
involved in.  Fred Laing and John McCullough will follow with 
key strategies and techniques to insure your business doesn’t 

fall victim to a financial crime.  INTERMEDIATE 

 
 
All levels of sessions are indicated: 

 Basic - Ideal for practitioners whose responsibilities might include:  cash/treasury/financial/investment management and have a general knowledge of financial principles.   
Program knowledge level most beneficial for someone new to a skill or an attribute.  May benefit a seasoned professional with limited exposure to the area. 

 Intermediate - Professionals who have a basic knowledge in one or some of the areas listed:  cash/treasury/financial/investment management and at least one to two years’ 
experience in a financial field.  Program knowledge level that builds on a basic program with detailed knowledge in an area.  Such persons are often at a mid-level within the 
organization, with operational and/or supervisory responsibilities.   
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 Advanced - Professionals with at least three years of experience and who have a working knowledge of the topic area or want to update their knowledge.  Advanced level 
 programs are often appropriate for seasoned professionals within organizations; however, they may also be beneficial for other professionals with specialized knowledge in 
 a subject area. 

 
 
Learning Objectives are stated for both intermediate and advanced sessions.  Please note:  attendees will be able to download handouts in advance of the MNAFP Conference.  Attendees 
will be sent an email with instructions. 
 


